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Introduction 


The Milliken Word Processor encourages children to write, 
but it can’t teach them how to write. Students who use the 
program often spend more time writing than they would if 
they were writing by hand. However, students’ free writing 
is only one part of the writing instruction experience. They 
also benefit from structured activities that emphasize 
writing techniques and provide engaging opportunities for 
writing practice. 


Teachers need quality support material to make a word 
processor an instructional tool. Because computers are 
scarce and teachers’ time is even more scarce, it is no 
surprise that teachers do not generate their own writing 
activities for word processors. The Milliken Writing Activity 
Files fill this need. These are ready-to-use computer writing 
activities written by experienced classroom teachers. 


The Milliken Writing Activity Files comprise a wide range of 
simple to complex writing tasks. These tasks include 
proofreading, brainstorming, editing, creative writing, and 
structured writing. Because students’ writing expertise 


doesn‘t necessarily correlate with their age or grade level, 
the Writing Activity Files are divided into three skill 

levels: primary, intermediate, and advanced. The six 
primary disks provide a variety of writing activities for 
beginning writers. Intermediate disks one and two focus on 
creative writing and newsletter writing activities. The two 
advanced disks contain creative writing activities and 
writing exercises for more advanced writers. 





Using the Milliken Writing Activity Files 


To begin, students boot the Milliken Word Processor on 
their computers and then insert a Milliken Writing Activity 
Files disk when prompted to insert a File Cabinet disk. 
Students GET a writing activity and begin typing in 
response to questions, prompts, or writing guidelines. When 
they are finished working on an activity, they save their 
work on their own File Cabinet diskette. Students cannot 
save files on the Writing Activity File disk. They should have 
their own File Cabinet diskettes. If this is impossible, provide 
each class with one File Cabinet diskette for student work. 


The Milliken Writing Activity Files are write protected but 
copyable. Copy each disk and file away the original for 
archival purposes. Write protect YOUR back-up copies of 
the Writing Activity File disks to prevent students from 
inadvertently saving their work on your copy of the 
program. 


Milliken Writing Activity Files are also flexible. The activities 
can be printed out and used as reproducible writing 
assignments. Unlike traditional black-line masters, 
teachers can modify these activities for individual students 
and classes. 
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Writing Activity Files 


Each Milliken Writing Activity File diskette includes editing, 
proofreading, brainstorming, creative writing, and guided 
writing activities. Pages 52 to 56 of this booklet contain a 
Topic Index that groups lessons according to general 
topics, such as letter writing, proofreading, and | 
punctuation. This index is useful for coordinating computer 
assignments with subject matter taught in English or 
languge arts classes. 


There are ten student lessons on a Writing Activity Files disk. 
Each disk also contains a Table of Contents and an 
Activity Descriptions file. The Table of Contents file lists the 
titles of the lessons on the disk. The Activity Descriptions file 
provides a very brief description of each lesson. More 
detailed explanations of the lessons are given below. 


ieee erereeeeerenesterrtenteoeeeeeeeenennereneentntertnterieriniiiemeeeenstea 
Primary Disk 4 


This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. Word Scramble 

2. Rhymes 

3. Proofreading Practice 

4. Daydreams 

5. Choosing the Right Word 

6. Describing Words 

7. Nouns 

8. Newspaper Proofreading 

9. Different Kinds of Sentences 
10. Building Sentences 


Descriptions 

Lesson 1: Word Scramble 

The objective of this lesson is for students to unscramble 
simple sentences. They add capital letters, periods, or 
question marks where necessary. There are four “telling 
sentences” and then four questions. 


EXAMPLE: play will we ball 


Lesson 2: Rhymes 


This lesson tests students’ understanding of the concept of 
rhyming words. Students fill in a word to complete two-line 
rhyming poems. There are ten poems contained in the 
lesson. 


EXAMPLE: Once there was a cat. 
She wore a funny ? 


Lesson 3: Proofreading Practice 

In this lesson, students proofread ten short sentences. Each 
sentence contains two errors in spelling, DuNCctTuation, or 
capitalization. 


EXAMPLE: i want an aple. 


Lesson 4: Daydreams 


This two-part lesson provides creative writing practice. In 
part A, students are asked to daydream about eight 


— el 


descriptive phrases. Then they write a sentence about 
each phrase. 


EXAMPLE: a tiny clown with purple hair 


In part B, students choose two of the descriptive phrases 
and write a short story about them. 


Lesson 5: Choosing the Right Word 

In this three-part lesson, students work with descriptive 
words in context. Part A tests students’ ability to identify 
descriptive words in five sentences. 


EXAMPLE: The truck ? down the street. 
(drove/rumbled) 


In part B, students think of a descriptive word to replace a 
highlighted word in five sentences. 


EXAMPLE: The kitten has NICE fur. 


Part C requires students to rewrite a four-sentence story to 
provide the reader with more information. 


Lesson 6: Describing Words 

Students use adjectives to complete ten sentences. 
EXAMPLE: The ice feels ? 

Lesson 7: Nouns 

In part A of this two-part lesson, students generate up to 
twelve nouns and classify each as a person, place, or 
thing. Part B requires students to use nouns from part A to 
complete six sentences. 

EXAMPLE: | sawa ? at school. 


Lesson 8: Newspaper Proofreading 


Students proofread four short newspaper articles for 
spelling, bunctuation, and capital letters. 


Lesson 9: Different Kinds of Sentences 


Students practice associating periods with statements, 
question marks with questions, and exclamation points 


with exclamations. In part A, they add the correct 
punctuation and capitalization to seven sentences. 
EXAMPLE: helo me 


Part B requires students to add punctuation and 
capitalization to a short story. 


Lesson 10: Building Sentences 


Students add words and punctuation to fifteen sentence 
fragments to make statements. 


EXAMPLE: the cat 


Primary Disk 2 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. The New You 

2. Your Own Book Report 

3. Invitations 

4. Special Letters 

5. Letter to a Friend 

6. Opposites 

7. The Slumbly 

8. A Story without a Middle 

9. Want Ad for the Perfect Pet 
10. Wishes 


Descriptions 

Lesson 1: The New You 

In part A of this two-part lesson, students fill the blanks in 
two paragraphs with words, phrases, or clauses. Part B 


requires students to generate a new paragraph on the 
basis of information they supplied in part A. 
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Lesson 2: Your Own Book Report 


In the first part of this two-part lesson, students read a short 
book report. Students then answer four questions which 
extract the important information from the report: title, 
author's name, subject matter, and reader’s opinion. 


Lesson 3: Invitations 


students are given an outline of an invitation and are 
asked fo fill in the important information. 


Lesson 4: Special Letters 


This is a four-part lesson in which students compose two 
short letters. In parts A and B, they list five characteristics 
about an imaginary perfect gift and write a thank-you 
note for it. Parts C and D require students to write five 
sentences to say to a sick aunt and then compose a get- 
well note. 


Lesson 5: Letter to a Friend 


Students are given information about a boy’s new school 
and are asked To help him compose a letter to a friend 


im 





about if. They are reminded of the basic parts of a friendly 
letter: heading, date, greeting, body, closing, and 
signature. 


Lesson 6: Opposites 


In part A of this three-part lesson, students fill the blanks in 
a paragraph with opposite words. 


EXAMPLE: Daisy is little and Busteris ? 


Part B requires students to describe two cars that are 
opposites by writing about four given ideas. 


EXAMPLE: the sound of the horn 
Finally, in part C, students write a story about the two cars. 
Lesson 7: The Slumbly 


Part A of this two-part lesson is a paragraph about a 
mythical creature. The paragraph contains blanks that 
students fill with words or phrases. Part B requires students 
to write a paragraph about the creature they helped 
describe. 
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Lesson 8: A Story without a Middle 


In parts A and B of this three-part lesson, students read a 
story that has no middle, and then they list two ideas for 

_ the middle. Parts C requires them to create a middle from 
one of the ideas. 


Lesson 9: Want Ad for the Perfect Pet 

Students complete an advertisement form in part A of this 
three-part lesson. Parts B and C require students to read a 
sample ad and then write an ad using the information on 
the advertisement form. 

Lesson 10: Wishes 


In this creative writing activity, students write wishes for 
family, school, and self. 
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Primary Disk 3 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. All About You 
2. Six Parts of a Letter 
3. Life Reporter 
4. Peter Penguin 
5. Radio Announcer 
6. The Sock Snatcher 
7. Questions for a Submarine Navigator 
8. What to Do 
9. Transportation 
10. Trip Troubles 


Descriptions 

Lesson 1: All About You 

Students pretend that the school newspaper reporter 
wants to interview them. They are required to complete 


seven sentences that describe themselves. 


EXAMPLE: | like school because 
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Lesson 2: Six Parts of a Letter 

This two-part lesson reviews the six parts of a friendly letter. 
In part A, students revise a letter by putting the parts in 
order, correcting punctuation, and putting some parts on 
separate lines. Part B requires that students write a short 
letter to a friend. 

Lesson 3: Life Reporter 

In this two-part lesson, students write a report on an 
unusual object in the room where they are working. Part A 
presents five questions for students to answer when taking 
notes about the object. 

EXAMPLE: Does it do anything for anyone? 

In part B, students write a report about the object. 


Lesson 4: Peter Penguin 


students are presented with a situation for a short story, 
which they write by completing six sentences. 


EXAMPLE: First, he 
15 


Lesson 5: Radio Announcer 


In part A of this three-part lesson, students generate ten 
words to describe a new ice cream. Part B requires 
students to write eight times when they might eat this ice 
cream. Finally, in part C, students use the information from 
parts A and B to write a radio advertisement for the ice 
cream. 


Lesson 6: The Sock Snatcher 

Part A of this two-part creative writing assignment requires 
students to generate ideas for a story about a sock 
snatcher by answering questions. 

EXAMPLE: What does a sock snatcher look like? 

In part B, students write the story. 

Lesson 7: Questions for a Submarine Navigator 

Students write ten interview questions for a submarine 


navigator. They are given six question word prompts to 
begin: who, what, where, when, why, and how. 
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Lesson 8: What to Do 


Students are presented with a problem situation and are 
asked to generate possible solutions. 


Lesson 9: Transportation 


In this lesson, students are given eight sentences. They are 
asked to write two descriptive sentences for each of them. 


EXAMPLE: The sports car is bright red. 
Lesson 10: Trip Troubles 


students help a friend decide which of two trips to take. 
They finish a letter that starts, “If | were you, | would...” 
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Primary Disk 4 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. Sports Stories 
2. Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
3. ABC Order 
4, Dream Fun 
5. Taking Notes 
6. Front Page Editor 
7, Animal Actions 
8. Roving Reporter 
9. Fred the Dog 
10. Sentence Sets 


Descriptions 
Lesson 41: Sports Stories 
This lesson comprises five sports stories that are written with 


run-on sentences. Students separate the sentences with 
capital letters and end punctuation marks. 
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Lesson 2: Goldilocks and the Three Bears 


Students choose one of two describing words to complete 
ten sentences about Goldilocks and the three bears. 


EXAMPLE: Papa bear's chair is too (soft—hard). 

Lesson 3: ABC Order 

Here students are given five files, each containing five 
words. The students put the five words in alphabetical 
order. 

Lesson 4: Dream Fun 

The objective of this lesson is for students to write a story 
about a dream they remember. If necessary, students can 


make up a dream. Students are reminded to write a title 
and use complete sentences. 


Lesson 5: Taking Notes 


This lesson contains two short stories. Students identify the 
topic sentence and take notes on the important facts. 
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Lesson 6: Front Page Editor 


Students add either a period or a question mark to the end 
of fen sentences. . 


Lesson 7: Animal Actions 

In this lesson, there is a list of nine animals. Each is followed 
by two action verbs. Students think of a third action verb to 
describe each animal. 


Lesson 8: Roving Reporter 


Students rewrite five paragraphs, changing them from 
past to present tense to make them more lively. 


Lesson 9: Fred the Dog 
In part A of this two-part lesson, students choose nouns 
from a list to complete five sentences. These sentences 


make up the beginning of a story. Part B requires students 
to write a sentence to complete the story. 
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Lesson 10: Sentence Sets 


Student are given nine groups of sentences. Each group 
consists of two sentences that students combine into one 
sentence. 


EXAMPLE: The dog is brown. 


The dog is big. 
New: The dog is big and brown. 
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Primary Disk 5 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. Word Worker 
2. Revise a Story 
3. Words in a Weird Way 
4, Sentence Combining 
5. Story Writing 
6. Paragraph Order 
7. More Sentence Combining 
8. More Story Writing 
9. Sentence Saver 
10. Dialogue 


Descriptions 
Lesson 4: Word Worker 


In this three-part lesson, students unscramble sentences. 
Part A contains four sentences and includes a capital 
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a a a 


letter in the first word of the sentence and the ending 
punctuation mark. 


EXAMPLE: car four The wheels. has 
New: The car has four wheels. 


4 Part B requires students to add the oY punctuation to 
the four sentences. 


EXAMPLE: coat made The is cloth of 
New: The coat is made of cloth. 


IN part C, students capitalize the first word and add 
ending punctuation to the four sentences they 
unscramble. 


EXAMPLE: pushed the crowd the fo front 
New: The crowd pushed fo the front. 


Lesson 2: Revise a Story 
Students make three changes in a short story: (1) They 


replace the dull words in parentheses with more 
interesting words; (2) They replace asterisks with describing 
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words; (3) Students move two sentences so that the events 
in the story take place in the right order. 


Lesson 3: Words in a Weird Way 


This lesson gives more practice on word order. It is set up 
the same way as Lesson 41 on this disk. 


Lesson 4: Sentence Combining 


Students combine sentences in three ways in this lesson. In 
part A, students combine four pairs of sentences using 
“ana.” 


EXAMPLE: Grandfather bakes cakes. 
Grandfather bakes pies. 
New: Grandfather bakes cakes and pies. 


Part B requires students to add a comma and use the word 
“but” in four pairs of sentences. 


EXAMPLE: Ted plays soccer. 


Gail plays basketball. 
New: Ted plays soccer, but Gail plays basketball. 
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In part C, students combine four pairs of sentences by 
changing the word order. 


EXAMPLE: I went ona car trip. It was a long trip. 
New: | wentona long car trip. 


Lesson 5: Story Writing 


This is a five-part lesson. In part A, students read three story 
beginnings. After each one, they identify the characters, 
setting, and problem in the story. Part B requires students 
to choose one of the beginnings in part A and write a 
middle to that story. In part C, students add an ending to 
the story. Part D directs students to proofread the story they 
have written. Finally, in part E, students are instructed to 
read the story to a friend. 


Lesson 6: Paragraph Order 


In this three-part lesson, students unscramble paragraphs. 
Each section has three paragraphs to be unscrambled, 
but the number of sentences per paragraph varies: 


Part A - three sentences 
Part B - four or five sentences 
Part C - five or six longer sentences 
25 


Lesson 7: More Sentence Combining 


Lesson 7 contains more practice on sentence combining. 
This lesson is set up the same way as Lesson 4 on this disk. 


Lesson 8: More Story Writing 


In this lesson, students receive more story writing practice. 
This lesson is set up the same way as Lesson 5 on this disk, 
but dialogue is included in the story beginnings. Students | “ 
are reminded to use quotation marks with dialogue. 


Lesson 9: Sentence Saver 


In part A of this three-part lesson, students proofread five 
sentences for spelling mistakes. Part B requires students to 
proofread five sentences for capitalization problems. 
Finally, in part C, the students proofread five sentences for 
punctuation errors. 


Lesson 10: Dialogue 


This is a six-part lesson. In part A, students complete four 
declaratory sentences with dialogue. 


EXAMPLE: Mrs. Fisk said, 
26 











Part B requires that students return to the sentences in part 
A, and replace the word “said” with more interesting words 
(remarked, whispered, protested, etc. ). Part C is the same 
as part A, but students complete interrogative quotes. 


EXAMPLE: Mrs. Fisk asked, 

Part D is the same as part B, but students replace the word 
“asked.” Part E is the same as parts A and C, but students 
complete exclamatory sentences. 


EXAMPLE: Mrs. Fisk yelled, 


Part F is the same as parts B and D, but students replace 
the word “yelled.” 
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Primary Disk 6 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. The Zoo 
2. Personal Poetry 
3. Paragraph Maker 
4, The Circus 
5. “Sillisn’” Sentences 
6. Paragraph Maker Strikes Again 
7, At the Farm 
8. Similes and Metaphors 
9. The Picnic 
10. Let’s Pretend 


Decriptions 
Lesson 4: The Zoo 
In this five-part lesson, students work through numerous 


steps to write a paragraph. In part A, they name at least 
fourteen zoo animals that match descriptive words. Part B 
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requires them to use ideas from part A to complete two 
sentences about a topic sentence. 


EXAMPLE: 1. Two animals at the zoo are my favorites. 
2. The first is 
3 


4 The second is 
S 


In part C, students add a sentence to explain each of the 
sentences they wrote in part B. Students merge all the 
sentences together into an indented paragraph in part D. 
Finally, in part E students proofread the paragraph and 
read it aloud. | 


Lesson 2: Personal Poetry 


In part A of this five-part lesson, students list adjectives 
about themselves. Then they write their names vertically, 
and match a describing word to each letter. They also do 
this with a friend’s name. 


EXAMPLE: S-urprising 
A-mazing 
M-arvelous 
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In part B, students write short poems entitled “Who is ...?” 
They fill in their names and then add phrases that describe 
themselves. In part C, they do the same with a family 
member, a friend, or a famous person. Part D requires 
students to write poems about themselves in which all the 
words are in alphabetical order. 


EXAMPLE: Mark runs to work zig-zagging. 


Finally, in part E, students write poems in which every word 
begins with the same sound as their first name. 


Lesson 3: Paragraph Maker 


In part A of this three-part lesson, students write two - 
sentences to expand each of five topic sentences. The 
students’ sentences are placed by numbers 1 and 3. 


EXAMPLE: | could do two things with a rubber band. 


Non > 
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Part B requires students to add a sentence to describe 
each of the sentences they wrote in part A. These are 
placed by the numbers 2 and 4. Finally, in part C, students 
choose one of the paragraphs from part A to use as the 
basis for a short story. 


Lesson 4: The Circus 


This lesson contains the same activities as Lesson 1 on this 
disk, but the subject matter is a circus instead of a zoo. 


Lesson 5: ‘“Sillish’” Sentences 


In part A of this three-part lesson, students make up four 
nonsense animals by combining syllables from given pairs 
of words. They then use those words in sentences. 


EXAMPLE: kangaroo + turtle = kangatle 
New: My kangatle got lost in the woods. 


Part B requires students to describe one of the imaginary 
animals in part A. In part C, students choose one of the 
nonsense animals and write a letter to convince a 
dictionary publisher to include its name and definition in 
the dictionary. The students are given a letter form to 
complete. , 
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Lesson 6: Paragraph Maker Strikes Again 


This lesson is the same as Lesson 3 on this disk, but students 
receive prompts at the beginning of sentences 1 and 3. 


EXAMPLE: 1. First, 
2. 
3. Second, 
4. 


Lesson 7: At the Farm 


Parts A through D of this lesson are the same as parts A 
through D in Lesson 1 on this disk, but the topic is a farm. In 
part E, students write a thank-you letter using the 

_ paragraph in part D for the body of the letter. They are 
given a letter form to follow. 


Lesson 8: Similes and Metaphors — 
In part A of this four-part lesson, students brainstorm a list 


of words that come to mind for the topic “baby bunny.” In 
part B, students write six sentences using the words 
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generated in part A. Students are given ten partial similes 
and are asked to complete them in part C. 


EXAMPLE: The moon is round like... 


Part D presents ten partial metaphors and asks students to 
complete them. 


EXAMPLE: Snowis... 
Lesson 9: The Picnic 


This lesson is the same as Lesson 1 on this disk, but the 
topic is a picnic. 


Lesson 10: Let’s Pretend 


This lesson provides creative writing practice. In part A, 
students write a paragraph for three situations described. 
Part B requires them to write a story and title for each of 
two situations. In part C, students read a description of a 
situation and are asked to write a story according to 
specific criteria. 
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intermediate Disk 4 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. Adventures 
2. Livelier Language Through Sentence Combining 
3. Conversation Encounters 
4. Kinds of Letters 
5. Spicing Up a Story 
6. Practicing Poetry 
7. Peer Editing: Poetry 
8. Soace Adventures 
9. Peer Editing: Short Story 
10. Scary Story Starters 


Descriptions 
Lesson 1: Adventures 
Students are given five adventurous beginnings to stories. 


Each beginning is followed by questions that prompt 
students to complete the stories. 
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Lesson 2: Livelier Language Through Sentence Combining 


In part A of this two-part lesson, students combine 
nineteen sets of two to five sentences into more interesting 
single sentences. Part B requires students to combine the 
sentences in part A into paragraphs. Writers are 
encouraged to compare their stories with a friend’s version 
of the story. 


Lesson 3: Conversation Encounters 


Students read eight separate dialogues between story 
characters to get ideas for a story. They then write a story 
that includes one of the dialogues. 


Lesson 4: Kinds of Letters 


In part A of this two-part lesson, students read three letters. 
The first two are friendly letters; one is formal and one is 
informal. The third is a business letter. Part B requires 
students to choose two or three letter themes out of five. 
They write a letter and a reply to the chosen themes. 
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Lesson 5: Spicing Up a Story 

Students are given twenty-one sets of sentences that form 
a story. They combine the sentences in each set so that 
they are interesting and readable. The sentences do not 
have to be combined into single sentences. 

Lesson 6: Practicing Poetry 


This lesson explains and gives examples of a cinquain, a 
clerihew, and a limerick. Students write one of each. 


Lesson 7: Peer Editing: Poetry 

Students evaluate a peer’s poetry by answering eight 
questions. This could also be used by students to evaluate 
their own poetry. 


Lesson 8: Space Adventures 


This lesson is the same as Lesson 41 on this disk, but the six 
stories are about adventures in space. 
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Lesson 9: Peer Editing: Short Story 


Students evaluate a peer’s short story by answering eleven 
questions. Students could follow this format to evaluate 
their own stories. _ 


Lesson 10: Scary Story Starters 


In part A of this lesson, students brainstorm about scary 
stories. They identify nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs 
that can be used in such stories. Part B gives students six 
scary story starters and questions to answer when they 
write the ending to one of the stories. 
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intermediate Disk 2 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. Amazing Ads 

2. Book Reviews 

3. Editing a News Article 

4. Interviews _ 

5. Advertising Approaches 

6. Movie Reviews 

7, Writing a News Article 

8. Weather Words 

9. Working with Weather 
10. Interesting Reviews 


Descriptions 
Lesson 1: Amazing Ads 


In part A, students list adjectives that are commonly 
associated with seven product characteristics. 


EXAMPLE: Quality: 
finest, deluxe 


ee 





Then in part B, students use the lists from part A to create 
an advertisement for one of fen products. 


Lesson 2: Book Reviews 


In part A of this lesson, students complete a standard form 
for a book review. Students answer eight questions about 
the book in part B. Finally, in part C, students use the 
answers fo write a paragraph reviewing that book. 


Lesson 3: Editing a News Article 


In part A of this three-part lesson, students read a news 
article and think about ten questions involving details that 
were not included. Part B requires students to incorporate 
the answers to the questions in part Ain a revised article. 
Finally, in part C, the students use these editing ideas to 
revise an article or composition they have written recently. 


Lesson 4: Interviews 


Students learn interviewing techniques in this lesson. In 
part A, students are provided with ten basic questions and 
thirteen unusual questions to ask in an interview of their 

choice. In part B, students summarize the information they 
gathered in part A into a clearly written article. 
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Lesson 5: Advertising Approaches 


This lesson describes commonly used advertising 
techniques. In part A, students read five advertisements 
and determine what important information is missing. Part 
B gives students a choice of two activities. They can solicit 
and write an advertisement for a school paper or 
magazine, or they can write an advertisement for one of 
the situations listed in part A. 


Lesson 6: Movie Reviews 


Students develop a movie rating scale based on a sample 
that is provided in part A. In part B, students are given 
eight questions to answer about a movie they are going to 
review. Finally, in part C, they write their review of the 
movie. 


Lesson 7: Writing a News Article 
Students are given five situations. Each situation is 
described from three different viewpoints. Students choose 


a viewpoint for each situation and write a report on the 
occurrence. 
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Lesson 8: Weather Words 


In part A of this two-part lesson, students write six 
adjectives to describe each of thirteen weather words. 


EXAMPLE: CLOUDS 
fluffy, cumulus, scattered, overcast, soft, heavy 


Part B requires students to rewrite eight weather sentences 
to give the reader a clearer picture. 


EXAMPLE: Monday, October 28, was a cold day. 
New: Monday, October 28, was a day of freezing 
temperatures. 
Lesson 9: Working with Weather 


Students complete eight similes that describe weather 
situations in part A of this two-part lesson. 


EXAMPLE: The January snow was like... 


4‘ 


In part B, students write metaphors to describe five 
weather situations that are given. 


EXAMPLE: You describe your attempt to get to your car in 
a downpour of rain. 
Metaphor: A wall of rain blocked 
the way to my car. 

Lesson 10: Interesting Reviews 


Students choose one of four unusual approaches to writing 
a review of a record, movie, video, or book. 
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Advanced Disk | 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. Rodney Newkid 
2. Your Life at Age 30 
3. People Poetry 
4. A Candy Complaint 
9. Writing About a Memory 
6. Writing a Five-Paragraph Theme 
7, Reasons for a Raise 
8. Time Capsule 
9. Writing in a Different Voice 
10. Actual Ads 


Dscriptions 
Lesson 1: Rodney Newkid 


In part A of this two-part lesson, students describe the 
physical features, body movements, background 
information, and observations by others of a character by 
answering questions. Part B requires students to use the 
information from part A to write a letter from the character 
to his friend. 


43 


Lesson 2: Your Life at Age 30 


Students imagine their life at age 30 by responding to 
thirteen questions in part A. In part B, students write a 
description of their typical day at that age. 


Lesson 3: People Poetry 


In part A of this four-part lesson, students write a detailed 
paragraph about a person they know well. Part B requires 
them to respond to five questions to check how well they 
have described that person. In part C, students write three 
questions that a stranger would ask about that person. 
Finally, in part D, they write a poem that includes at least 
five specific observations about that person. 


Lesson 4: A Candy Complaint 


This five-part lesson creates a situation in which the 
student receives a deformed piece of candy. In part A, 
students list the reasons why they are unhappy about 
finding this piece of candy. Part B asks students to identify 
the three most important reasons in part A. Students 
explain why the manufacturer should listen to a complaint 
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about the candy in part C. Part D requires students to list 
actions that the company can take in response to the 
complaint. Finally, in part E, students compose a letter of 
complaint. . 


Lesson 5: Writing About a Memory 


In this three-part lesson, students write about themselves. 
Part A requires students to list objects from their bedroom 
that tell something about themselves. In part B, they 
choose two objects on the list that have associated 7 
thoughts or memories. Finally, part C asks them to select 
one object and write about the memory they associate 
with it. 


Lesson 6: Writing a Five-Paragraph Theme 


In this eight-part lesson, students write a theme on the 
qualities of a good teacher. In part A students brainstorm 
a list of the qualities of a good teacher. In part B, they 
choose the three most important qualities. For each 
quality, students write two or three reasons the attribute is 
important. This information is used fo fill an outline. Part C 
requires students to write an introductory paragraph that 
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refers to the three qualities. In parts D, E, and F, students 
write paragraphs to explain each quality and why it is 
important. Students write a concluding paragraph in part 
G. Finally, part H describes four points for students to check 
to evaluate their theme. 


Lesson 7: Reasons for a Raise 


The objective of this three-part lesson is for students to write 
a persuasive paragraph. In part A, they imagine 
themselves needing a raise in their allowance and list all 
the reasons they deserve a raise. Students choose one 
reason and list three examples to support that reason in 
part B. Finally, students receive prompts for writing a 
complete paragraph in part C. 


Lesson 8: Time Capsule 


In part A of this four-part lesson, students list ten items that 
they would include in a time capsule. In parts B and C, 
students note why each object is soecial and answer four 
questions about the time capsule. In part D, students write 
a letter to the discoverer of the time capsule, 
incorporating an explanation of the importance of the ten 
items. 
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Lesson 9: Writing in a Different Voice 


In part A, students answer four questions from a lion’s point 
of view. Then in part B, they write a first-person account of 
Q lion's life. 


Lesson 10: Actual Ads 


Students begin by listing ten brand-name products they 
use. In part B, they list ways that these products have been 
advertised. Part C requires students fo list five reasons why 
they use one of the products. In part D, students examine 
the part advertising plays in their selection of the product. 
In parts E and F, students answer six questions about an 
imaginary product and seven questions on how to market 
this product. Finally, students write an ad for this product in 
part G. 
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Advanced Disk 2 
This disk contains the following lessons: 


1. Clarity in Writing 
2. Comma Rules 
3. Writing Dialogue 
4. Giving Directions 
5. Writing and Editing 
6. End Marks 
7,What’s in a Name? 
8. Punctuation 
9. Spice Up Your Writing 
10. Getting to Know the Writer in You 


Note: This disk also contains files called Comma Help 
and Punctuation Help that students use in Lessons 
2 and 8. 

Descriptions 

Lesson 41: Clarify in Writing 


students begin by descriptively defining five household 
items. In part B, they read the definitions to others without 
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mentioning the item’s name to assess the clarity of the 
definitions. The students then rewrite any definitions that 
need improvement. 


Lesson 2: Comma Rules 


In this two-part lesson, students review the comma help file 
and follow the comma rules to add seventeen missing 
commas to a letter. 


Lesson 3: Writing Dialogue 


Part A requires students to read a story starter. In parts B 
and C, students answer four questions about the 
characters and write the conversation that would occur 
after the action in the beginning of the story. 


Lesson 4: Giving Directions 


Students begin this five-part lesson by writing directions on 
how to get to the grocery store. In part B, they check their 
directions. Parts C and D require students to evaluate their 
directions using a checklist and then make any necessary 
changes. Finally, in part E, students write directions for an 
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easy task for someone 5 years younger. They give these 
directions to someone to fest the clarity. 


Lesson 5: Writing and Editing 

In part A, students read an unfinished story. Part B requires 

_ students to answer nine editing questions. Students finish. 
the story and add a title in part C. 

Lesson 6: End Marks 


students insert ending punctuation marks and capital 
letters into a passage. 


Lesson 7: What's in a Name? 


In this lesson, students give names to ten characters that 
are described. 


EXAMPLE: A girl with flaming red hair and a splash of 
freckles on her cheeks . 
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Lesson 8: Punctuation 


In this two-part lesson, students review the punctuation 
help file and add the following punctuation marks to a 
passage: semicolons, colons, hyohens, apostrophes, and 
quotation marks. 


Lesson 9: Spice Up Your Writing 


In part A, students read a paragraph that lacks detail and 
color. Part B requires them to answer detailed questions 
about each sentence in the story and use the answers to 
rewrite the paragraph with colorful language. 


Lesson 10: Getting to Know the Writer in You 


In part A of this two-part lesson, students examine their 
stereotypes of writers by completing twelve statements. 


EXAMPLE: A writer wears 


Part B requires students to create profiles of themselves as 
writers by completing twelve statements. 


EXAMPLE: When | write, my favorite writing tool is a 7 
because 
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Topic Index 


This index groups the Writing Activity lessons by general 
topics. Use this to coordinate computer assignments with 
subject matter that is being taught in English or language 


arts classes. 


Advertisements 
Primary 
Disk 2, Lesson 9 
Disk 3, Lesson 5 
Intermediate 
Disk 2, Lesson 1 
Disk 2, Lesson 5 
Advanced 
Disk 1, Lesson 10 


Alphabetizing 
Primary 
Disk 4, Lesson 3 


Book Reports 
Primary 
Disk 2, Lesson 2 
Intermediate 
Disk 2, Lesson 2 
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Creative Writing 
Primary 
Disk 1, Lesson 4 
Disk 2, Lesson 1 
Disk 2, Lesson 7 
Disk 2, Lesson 10 
Disk 3, Lesson 6 
Disk 4, Lesson 4 
Disk 6, Lesson 5 


‘Disk 6, Lesson 10 
Intermediate 


Disk 1, Lesson 1 
Disk 1, Lesson 8 


Disk 1, Lesson 10 
Advanced 


Disk 1, Lesson 1 
Disk 1, Lesson 2 
Disk 1, Lesson 8 
Disk 1, Lesson 9 





Descriptive Language 


Primary 
Disk 1, Lesson 5 
Disk 1, Lesson 6 
Disk 3, Lesson 5 
Disk 4, Lesson 2 
Disk 4, Lesson 7 
Disk 5, Lesson 2 
Disk 6, Lesson 8 

Intermediate 
Disk 2, Lesson 8 
Disk 2, Lesson 9 

Advanced 
Disk 2, Lesson 1 
Disk 2, Lesson 7 
Disk 2, Lesson 9 


Dialogue 
Primary 


Disk 5, Lesson 10 


Intermediate 
Disk 1, Lesson 3 
Advanced 
Disk 2, Lesson 3 


Extracting Information 


Primary 
Disk 2, Lesson 2 
Disk 4, Lesson 5 


Interviewing 
Primary 
Disk 3, Lesson 1 
Disk 3, Lesson 7 
Intermediate 
Disk 2, Lesson 4 
Letters 
Primary 
Disk 2, Lesson 3 
Disk 2, Lesson 4 
Disk 2, Lesson 5 
Disk 3, Lesson 2 


Disk 3, Lesson 10 


Disk 6, Lesson 5 


Disk 6, Lesson 7 
Intermediate 


Disk 1, Lesson 4 
Advanced 

Disk 1, Lesson 1 

Disk 1, Lesson 4 

Disk 1, Lesson 8 
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Nouns 
Primary 
Disk 1, Lesson 7 
Disk 4, Lesson 9 


Opposites 
Primary 
Disk 2, Lesson 6 


Paragraphs 
Primary 
Disk 2, Lesson 7 
Disk 3, Lesson 4 
Disk 5, Lesson 6 
Disk 6, Lesson 1 
Disk 6, Lesson 3 
Disk 6, Lesson 4 
Disk 6, Lesson 6 
Disk 6, Lesson 7 
Disk 6, Lesson 9 
Advanced 
Disk 1, Lesson 6 
Disk 1, Lesson 7 
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Poetry 
Primary 
Disk 1, Lesson 2 
Disk 6, Lesson 2 
Intermediate 
Disk 1, Lesson 6 
Disk 1, Lesson 7 
Advanced 
Disk 1, Lesson 3 


Problem Solving 
Primary 
Disk 3, Lesson 8 


Proofreading 
Primary 
Disk 1, Lesson 3 
Disk 1, Lesson 8 
Disk 5, Lesson 9 





Punctuation 
Primary 
Disk 1, Lesson 9 
Disk 4, Lesson 1 
Disk 4, Lesson 6 
Advanced 
Disk 2, Lesson 2 
Disk 2, Lesson 6 
Disk 2, Lesson 8 


Reviews 
Intermediate 
Disk 2, Lesson 2 
Disk 2, Lesson 6 
Disk 2, Lesson 10 


Sentences 
Primary 
Disk 1, Lesson ‘1 
Disk 1, Lesson 9 
Disk 1, Lesson 10 
Disk 3, Lesson 9 
Disk 4, Lesson 1 
Disk 4, Lesson 10 


Disk 5, Lesson 1 
Disk 5, Lesson 3 
Disk 5, Lesson 7 
Intermediate 
Disk 1, Lesson 2 
Disk 1, Lesson 5 


Stories 

Primary 
Disk 2, Lesson 8 
Disk 4, Lesson 8 
Disk 5, Lesson 2 
Disk 5, Lesson 5 
Disk 5, Lesson 8 
Disk 6, Lesson 10 

Intermediate 
Disk 1, Lesson 1 
Disk 1, Lesson 3 
Disk 1, Lesson 8 
Disk 1, Lesson 9 
Disk 1, Lesson 10 

Advanced 
Disk 2, Lesson 5 
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Studying Self 
Primary 
Disk 3, Lesson 1 
Advanced 
Disk 1, Lesson 5 
Disk 2, Lesson 10 


Writing Articles 
Primary 
Disk 3, Lesson 3 
Intermediate 
Disk 2, Lesson 3 
Disk 2, Lesson 7 


Writing Directions 
Advanced 
Disk 2, Lesson 4 


Writing Themes 


Advanced 
Disk 1, Lesson 6 
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